
The Power in Remembering 

Remembering the Holocaust allows us to recognize its drastic effects on the lives of 

millions and to stop genocide from occurring again.  Forgetting the Holocaust is not an option 

because it has affected so many people’s lives, including my own.  My grandfather is a 

Holocaust survivor and his story of survival has inspired me.  From losing his parents at the 

young age of six, to escaping on one of the last ships to America from Portugal in 1941, he has 

shared the atrocities of the Holocaust with me.  His story has taught me that no one deserves to 

be oppressed.  Today, similar persecution continues throughout the world as immigrants’ 

struggle to find safety and social equality in the United States is disputed.  Descendants of 

Holocaust survivors, including myself, have a moral obligation to help those in need, creating an 

inclusive society.  We have the power to act and change people’s lives for the better.  

It is crucial to continue to share the stories of those no longer here because if we stop 

talking about our history, it will be forgotten.  Staying silent about the Holocaust is dangerous 

because it allows other massacres to occur.  If we become numb to stories of pain, we are 

doomed to repeat the past.  Retelling survivors’ stories to new generations and having open 

discussions about the past is the only way to have the Holocaust remembered by generations to 

come.  For me, this means sharing my grandfather’s story with my children someday.  They must 

understand the effects of the Holocaust on my family, both in terms of my grandfather’s 

experience and my identity in the world today.  I believe that knowing his story will encourage 

my kids to stand up against oppression, just as it has encouraged me.  

 As a Holocaust survivor, my grandfather was a refugee and may not have survived if he 

had not been allowed into the United States.  Immigrating was his only chance for freedom and 

life.  Today, there are refugees from all over the world, including the Middle East.  Many want to 



escape terrorism, ethnic discrimination, and corrupt governments.  Immigration to the United 

States is one of their few options for a new life, just like it was for my grandfather.  There are 

parallels between the refugees from the past and today; they all want to feel safe and welcomed.  

It is our role to remind others that these new immigrants are trying to survive, just like Jews were 

in the Holocaust.  

The memory of the Holocaust needs to remain alive not only for survivors and their 

families, but also for the refugees today who don’t have rights or the opportunity to share their 

stories.  We know that Holocaust survivors don’t want anyone to live through similar persecution 

to what they faced.  Unfortunately, many are no longer here with us and can no longer speak 

against injustice.  It is the duty of the children and grandchildren of survivors to raise their voices 

to share their family’s stories, to work to help others.  There are many actions that can be taken 

in order to use the memory of the Holocaust to shape the world into a better place. 

When taking action against persecution, such as that currently occurring with refugees, 

we must remember the Holocaust, as well as the individuals who helped to protect and hide 

Jews. Refugees today need allies, just as my grandfather did.  In 1938, he and his family needed 

money for train tickets to escape Germany; his non-Jewish neighbors helped his family sell items 

to gather enough funds to leave.  He wouldn’t be alive without the help of these individuals.  As 

a U.S. citizen, I feel a responsibility to be an ally to those in precarious situations. An action that 

may seem simple to me, like calling my representatives to advocate for protection for refugees, 

or speaking up for students of religious minorities at my school, can make a world of difference 

for people that are struggling. We remember the kind and brave people who risked their own 

safety to support Jews in danger, but we can’t afford to let them remain in the past. We must be 



those allies in today’s context. We must stand up and remind others of the importance of 

protecting refugees because we know what could happen if their cries are ignored. 

 


